St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
Archdiocese of Galveston Houston

816 Park Dr. La Porte, Texas 77571
281-471-2000 Fax:281-471-9365
Website:www.stmaryslaporte.com E-mail:stmaryslpcc@sbcglobal.net
Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on the 2nd Sunday of the month.
Parish Office Hours
Classes are held as needed, according to instructor availability. Please come by the Parish Office to register or call
Monday - Friday
for more information.
9:00 am -12:00 Noon
Reconciliation
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
The Sacrament of Penance is offered on Saturdays, from
4:00p.m. to 5:00p.m. or by appointment.
Sacrament of Marriage
Please contact the Parish Office at least (6) six months
Eucharistic Celebrations
prior to your desired wedding date to arrange a meeting
Saturday: 5:30 p.m.
with Father Tony or one of the Deacons. If you want
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
a Mass, you must call Father Tony.
11:00 a.m. (Spanish)
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
1:00 p.m.
Are you a non-Catholic who is interested in joining the
Catholic faith? Are you a baptized Catholic who has
St. Mary’s Church
never received the sacraments of 1st Communion and
Monday (No Mass)
Confirmation? If your answer is yes to either of these
Tuesday & Wednesday – 12:00 noon
questions, call the Parish Office.
Thursday & Friday – 8:30 a.m.
Sacrament of First Reconciliation/First Communion
First Reconciliation/Communion candidates must be
baptized, at least in the second grade, and have been
Parish Staff
attending CCE classes for at least TWO full years prior to
Rev. Tony A. Castro, Pastor
entering into sacramental preparation. Adults will be
Deacon Hector Cantu
referred to the RCIA program.
Deacon Stan Avallone
Sacrament of Confirmation
Confirmation is a separate more intensive examination of
Bookkeeper-Nelda Shealy
the faith and our responsibilities as practicing Catholics.
Bulletin/Sacramental Records–
Confirmands will meet once per month in addition to
Cheryl Frobenius
attending Life Teen faithfully, both one full year prior to
Maintenance– Steve Regan
the beginning Sacramental preparation and during the
Parish Secretary-Jessica Jaramillo
preparation year (no more than three absences either year).
Parents/Sponsors will also be required to attend once per
month meetings. Confirmation candidates must have
C.C.E. Director - Shari Davis
previously received the Sacraments of Baptism and First
C.C.E. Coordinator - Graciela Lopez Holy Communion. A habit of attending weekly Mass is
EDGE Coordinator-Randy Tercero
required for both years. Please, note the above represents
Life Teen Director-Shari Davis
the minimum requirements. Adults will be referred to the
RCIA - Tracy Avallone
RCIA program.

Vision Statement

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception is a Catholic Community of Believers
called to serve Christ by gathering together at the Lord’s Table in worship and
praise, by serving our brothers and sisters in Christ, and by being a welcoming
beacon of light to all. We are many parts, yet one body in Christ.

*** Easter Flower ***
Remembrances

Holy Saturday, April 16:
8:30pm
Easter Vigil Mass
Easter Sunday, April 17:
9:00am
Leovardo Villarreal†
By:Ortiz Family
11:00am
Victor Barajas†
By:Family
1:00pm
People of the Parish
Tuesday, April 19:
12:00pm
Delia Lopez†
By:Joe Lopez
Wednesday, April 20:
12:00 pm
Special Intention for Josephina Valencia
By: Valencia Family
Thursday, April 21:
8:30am
Jose Augustine Chinolla†
By: Rosa Chinolla
Friday, April 22:
8:30am
George Rodriguez†
By: Heasty Family
Saturday, April 23:
5:30pm
Lucy Morrison†
By: Coryat Family
Sunday, April 24:
9:00am
People of the Parish
11:00am
1:00pm

Miriam Veronica Olivarez†
By: Gutierrez Family
Maria Mack Chinolla†
By: Rosa Chinolla

IGNITE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Parish Goal $469,301.00
Amount Pledged: $232,150.95(48.20 % of Goal)
Amount Paid: $185,042.99
Total # of Participants 72

Our Faith, Our Mission Begins!

Addressing the Short and Long-term Needs of
Our Church and those God calls us to serve.

We seek to raise over $150 million over the next 4
years to prepare our faith family for the future. At its
heart, this campaign is about supporting our future
by focusing on our parishes, our future priests,
Catholic Education and Faith Formation as well as
Rebuilding in Light of Harvey and ensuring a future
Disaster Fund.
Thank you for your generosity!

Martin Anaya
Julian Buentello Jr.
Jesus & Nieves Calderon
Richard & Maria Ines Carrasco
Jesus Chavez
Zosimo & Sinforosa Dapitan
Schnell & Anderson Donahue
Jackie Dulin
Bob Fredelake
Gallant Children
Garcia Family
Alfonso C. Garza
Daniel Hickey Jr.
Shirley & Gerald Kennedy
Barbara Lancaster
Clarence Lewis & deceased daughters
Daniel E. Lopez
Medina Family
Hermes Ocera Sr.
Jacob Parker
Frank & Evelyn Polker
Jesus & Margarita Ramos
Dan Regan
Pat & Jack Riley
Lee Perry & Effie Roy
Dr. Paul Schmidt
Shirley Stanton
Susie Valdez
Rudolph Valverde
Jean Vickers
Delo Williams
Emil Young

Diocesan Services Fund 2022
Parish Goal $50,000.

Amount Received $17,606.
Under Goal $32,994.00
Total # of Participants 74

The Diocesan Services Fund
(DSF) is the Cardinal’s annual appeal inviting everyone across the Archdiocese to come
together and provide support for essential
ministries and programs that serve the religious, spiritual and human needs of thousands in our community. Catechetical
programs, hospital and prison ministries, programs for the aging and youth and many more
are made possible by the generous support of
people like you!

Dear parish family and everyone,

EASTER SUNDAY

Christ is risen! Alleluia!
It does not make sense to celebrate Easter Sunday forgetting Good Friday. As beautiful flowers
bloom and grow out of the dirt, so does Easter blooms out of Good Friday. And Good Friday also only makes
sense when there is Resurrection. There is no resurrection without the preceding Crucifixion and death.
Somehow in practical life, we too are reminded that we cannot truly realize the meaning and value
of joy unless we feel the agony of sorrow. We cannot rejoice in good times unless we experience the bad
times. Any victory has to pass the taste of pain and loss. We can only feel how sweet that victory is when we
are aware of the bitterness of defeat.
Jesus went through Good Friday to Easter to reveal that there is no loss, no defeat, not even death
itself that may not be a stepping-stone to victory. The good news is that there is no affliction, pain, hardships,
reversal of fortune, setbacks, and sufferings that can't be a stage for something extraordinary and joyful. Let
us remember that most of the good things we enjoy in life come through hard work; most of our successes
come from apparent failures; we often discover best friends in our trying times.
Finally, however, to experience this victory, our hearts need to be free from negativity and our
thoughts empty of doubts about God's power and love for us. Even while we endure the sorrow of any kind or
suffering of whatever form, we should be open and expect joy and peace within us, knowing there is
Resurrection.
It surely is realized if not in this world, then in the world to come. We, as Christians, are called
Easter people. That means we are to rejoice in Lord's triumph and our own. Yet we cannot experience this
kind of triumph unless we allow the Lord to be alive in us - in our thoughts, hearts, and actions.
Today’s celebration must remind us of the big difference between simply knowing and living
what one knows and simply believing compared to doing what one believes. If the Lord merely exists in our
minds and not in our hearts, we may not feel intimacy with the Lord. If this is so, then this is the same as if
the Lord is dead. If the Lord exists just in our knowledge and not in our doing, it is just the same as if the
Lord is lying in the tomb. St. James said, “Faith without works is a dead faith. It is worth nothing (James
2.17).”
Lived out the Faith! This is what Easter should mean to each of us.
May the risen Lord bless us all. Happy Easter, everyone!

St. Joseph’s Chapel
Please prayerfully consider answering
God’s call to spend time with Him in
prayer each week. Scheduled Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is held
Tuesday from 12noon to Thursday at
8:30am.
We are currently looking for someone
to fill the Holy Hour on Wednesday
Mornings from 1-2am.
Please call the office if you would like to sign up for
a specific hour each week or be placed on our sub
list. sign up for an hour each week.

Pope’s Prayer Intention for April
For Healthcare Workers:
We pray for healthcare workers who serve the sick
and the elderly, especially in the poorest countries;
may they be adequately supported by governments
and local communities.

Fr. Tony

EVERYTHING IS CHANGED

Easter changes everything. Having been raised
from the dead, Jesus shatters the frightful images
that haunt humanity. Betrayal, torture, crucifixion,
death, burial—these terrors pale in the brilliant
glory of Jesus resurrected. Today’s psalm guides
our response to God’s power: “it is wonderful in
our eyes.” Today is indeed a day for wonder, for
gasping in astonishment at Jesus’ resurrection. For
all of human history, death had been final. In the
Acts of the Apostles, though, Peter testifies that
Jesus, who was publicly executed, was raised to life
by God. John’s Gospel admits that the disciples
“did not yet understand the Scripture that he had to
rise from the dead.” Even Jesus’ closest friends
were not expecting this innovation: life after death.
In response to the Easter miracle, Paul tells us to
become “a fresh batch of dough.” Everything, even
our very selves, must become new. Easter changes
everything. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Querida familia parroquial y a todos en general,
DOMINGO DE PASCUA
¡Cristo ha resucitado! ¡Aleluya!
No tiene sentido celebrar el Domingo de Resurrección olvidando el Viernes Santo. Así como las
hermosas flores brotan y crecen de la tierra, la Pascua florece el Viernes Santo. Y el Viernes Santo también
sólo tiene sentido cuando hay Resurrección. No hay resurrección sin la anterior Crucifixión y muerte.
De alguna manera, en la vida práctica, también se nos recuerda que no podemos comprender verdaderamente el significado y el valor del gozo a menos que sintamos la agonía del dolor. No podemos regocijarnos en los buenos tiempos a menos que experimentemos los malos tiempos. Cualquier victoria tiene que pasar
el sabor del dolor y la pérdida. Solo podemos sentir cuán dulce es esa victoria cuando somos conscientes de la
amargura de la derrota.
Jesús pasó del Viernes Santo a la Pascua para revelar que no hay pérdida, ni derrota, ni siquiera la
muerte misma que no pueda ser un peldaño hacia la victoria. La buena noticia es que no hay aflicción, dolor,
penalidades, reveses de fortuna, atrazos y sufrimientos que no puedan ser escenario de algo extraordinario y
gozoso. Recordemos que la mayoría de las cosas buenas que disfrutamos en la vida provienen del trabajo duro; la mayoría de nuestros éxitos provienen de fracasos aparentes; a menudo descubrimos mejores amigos en
nuestros tiempos difíciles.
Finalmente, sin embargo, para experimentar esta victoria, nuestros corazones necesitan estar libres
de negatividad y nuestros pensamientos vacíos de dudas sobre el poder y el amor de Dios por nosotros. Incluso mientras soportamos el dolor de cualquier tipo o el sufrimiento de cualquier forma, debemos estar abiertos y esperar gozo y paz dentro de nosotros, sabiendo que hay Resurrección.
Seguramente si no se realiza en este mundo, entonces en el mundo venidero. Nosotros, como cristianos, somos llamados gente de Pascua. Eso significa que debemos regocijarnos en el triunfo del Señor y el
nuestro. Sin embargo, no podemos experimentar este tipo de triunfo a menos que permitamos que el Señor
esté vivo en nosotros, en nuestros pensamientos, corazones y acciones.
La celebración de hoy debe recordarnos la gran diferencia entre simplemente saber y vivir lo que
uno sabe y creer en comparación con hacer lo que uno cree. Si el Señor simplemente existe en nuestra mente
y no en nuestro corazón, es posible que no sintamos intimidad con el Señor. Si esto es así, entonces esto es lo
mismo que si el Señor estuviera muerto. Si el Señor existe solo en nuestro conocimiento y no en nuestro hacer, es como si el Señor estuviera acostado en la tumba. Santiago dijo: “La fe sin obras es una fe muerta. No
vale nada (Santiago 2.17).”
¡Vivír la fe! Esto es lo que la Pascua debería significar para cada uno de nosotros.
Que el Señor resucitado nos bendiga a todos. ¡Feliz Pascua a todos! Fr. Tony

Around the Archdiocese

Do you know a couple that is having a challenging
situation in their relationship and need help? We
may be able to coach them as a couple. We offer
enrichment sessions, consulting and mentoring for
married couples experiencing some crisis or
challenges in their relationship. For more detailed
information please contact the office of Family Life
Ministry @ 713-741-8711.
Remembering our call to Stewardship As
Catholics, we believe that all we have is a gift from
God. Our response in faith is to offer these gifts back
to God in gratitude. With gifts of prayer, we pray for
our nation, Church and our parishes. With gifts of
treasure, we support our parishes even when we
cannot be there in person.

Activities of the Week

Easter Sunday, April 17: Masses 9am, 11am & 1pm
Christ has Risen, Alleluia!
No CCE, EDGE or Life Teen
Tuesday, April 19: Parish Council Mtg. 6:30pm RH
Thursday, April 21:
KNIGHTS Mtg. 6:30pm RH
Sunday, April 24: CCE at Home
Adult Confirmation 2pm Last Class
EDGE/ Life Teen Breakfast Tacos
Fall Harvest Mtg. 5pm Rosary Hall All Welcome!

BEGINNING AND END
Faith is the beginning and the end is love.
—St. Ambrose

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING SNIPPETS
March 15, 2022

Attendance:
Father Tony, Patty Mossor, Victoria Swenson, Neal Broussard, Ron Kolenc, Beni Gutierrez, Sonja Mathews, Juanita
Velasquez, Brigitte Barrera, Jeff Gonzales, and Dianne
Gerdes.
·
New and current Members welcomed.
·
Father Tony handed out the Archdiocese Pastoral
Manual.
·
Members elected a new Chairperson: Victoria
Swenson.
Previous Business:
·
In February we approved contacting each parish
group/ministry monthly to find out what is going on in
each group.
· With the permission of families, contact links for upcoming funerals at St. Mary’s are being posted on our website.
·
Father Tony: Status of new roof/AC/termite
treatment/protective covers for the stained glass windows/
drainage issues front and back of the church.
Future Business:
·
Church attendance is down but picking up now,
per Father Tony.
·
Collections are still low, however, online donations are still coming in and covering us as if we were
taking collections up prior to Covid.
·
It has been 5 years since we had our last photo/
directory (2017). May check out information about doing
another one.
·
Due to new votives in Church/Chapel, Candle
monies have doubled.
·
Several parishioners reported that anyone sitting
near the confessional area can hear everything. Father
will check into this issue.
·
Parish Council meets 3rd Tuesday of the month
at 6:30 pm in Rosary Hall’s conference room.
·
Meeting was adjourned and Father closed the
meeting with a prayer.

The Gabriel Project is designed to
help women and teenagers who are
in a crisis pregnancy. If you are in
need of assistance or know someone
who is, please contact Belinda @
713-805-4961 or the Church Office.

ESL Classes Available

Harris County Public Library La Porte
600 S. Broadway St., La Porte
281-471-4022
Monday Evenings @ 6pm
Please call the library
to register.

RCIA… Classes

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Who should do the full RCIA program? If you are
not baptized or were baptized in another Christian
denomination and are interested in possibly becoming
Catholic, RCIA is for you. If you are a baptized
Catholic adult who needs First Holy communion and
confirmation, then you should attend RCIA to receive
those sacraments. Coming once (or twice… or more)
obligates you to NOTHING.
For additional information about RCIA call the
office or email Tracy, stmarysrcia@yahoo.com.

Baptismal Information
Baptism classes are currently being held each month.
The next Spanish baptism date will be Saturday, May
14 at 10am. The next Spanish baptism class will be
Saturday, May 21 @10am.
English baptisms are held the 2nd Sunday of each
month after the 1pm Mass. If you are planning to
baptize here, you will need to contact the office and
fill out a registration form. We will also need to make
a copy of the child’s birth certificate from the state.
After you register, you may sign up for a baptism
class, which will be scheduled according to the
instructors availability.
If you do not live in La Porte, you must be a
registered, active member of St Mary’s to baptize
your child here. You cannot register in our parish
only to baptize your child. Please call the office to
make arrangements to do the necessary paperwork.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:

Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11;
Mt 28:8-15
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;
Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday:Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Lk 24:13-35
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2, 5-9; Lk 24:35-48
Friday:
Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27; Jn 21:114
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1, 14-21; Mk 16:915
Sunday:
Acts 5:12-16; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24;
Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31

Spiritual Direction

Feeling stuck in your faith? Deeper intimacy with
Our Lord Is possible. With gentle encouragement
from a spiritual director and your commitment of
30-60 minutes a day you can enter into a deeper
relationship with Our Lord than you ever thought
possible. Spiritual direction can help you learn to
pray better.
Contact Tracy: stmarysrcia@yahoo.com

Please Pray for Our Troops and …

Jose Guerrero, Ann & Family, Dolores Andrade, Ms. Mary, Olivia Gres, Diane Phillips, Dena Michna, Carlos Trevino, Special
School Teacher, Genaro Lara, Benito
Ybarra, Mauro Ybarra, Nito & Karen Ceyanes, Cecilia Benitez, Lorna Kalua, Robello Family,
Thomas Turner II, Lance Elliott, Robyn Burgess, Craig
Wade, Dave & Cindy Schmitz, Ann DuBois, Raelynd, Ash,
Becky Smith, Dianne Lemons, Peggy & Erica Hargens,
Ruth Christian & family, Bob & Barbara Jennings,
Lowine, Wes & Miles Sarbacker, Beth & Carl Herz,
Katherine
Reichley & family, Don & Allie Faye
Matthews, Cathy Eberle, Carol Bom, Robert D., Manuel
Alvarez, Lance Elliott, Beverly Zann White, Anthony
Sommer, Deborah Bernay, Barrett Lee Lytle, Douglas
Kempf, Molly Hickey, Richard Arlan, Mark Mullins,
Scooter Hanson, George Lopez, Sara Andrews
Continue to Pray for Miguel Campos, Rebecca Guzman,
Jessica Salazar, Mose Davis, Maria Alicia Hodges, Josh
Lara, Charles Schoppe, Allen Hayes, Maria Garcia,
Charlie Jenkins, Fr. Gary Rickles, Edward D. Palacios,
Ladd Puskus, David Gonzalez, Vicki Farias, Nell Turk,
Rosie Yznaga, Teresa Mills, Joe Lozano, Sr., Angeles Sullivan, Leroy Marchan, Geraldine Christensen, Kathy
Strader, Daniel Vasquez, Rosa Harness, Jeanette Tilley,
Marisol Leyva & family, Marisol Luna, Pete & Juanita
Sanchez, Betty Flynn, Orville Burgess, Edward Salinas,
Marlene Orellana, Humberto Villalobos, Kathy & Mark
McBride, Robert & Margaret Espinoza, Romela Nolan,
Renee Cortez, Aurelia Hinojosa, Cathy Hanzelka, Gayle
Phillips, Rosa Reyes, Deacon Tom & Pat Lewis, Preston
Wolf, Marcos Vasquez, Gavin Binkley, Red Cornejo,
Linda Jaramillo, Deacon Merce Leal, Sue Crockett, Ben
Munoz, Diana Ortiz, Janet Hoffpauir, Nick Martin and
those requesting prayer via our website.
Remember Our Shut-Ins Albert & Christine Palacios,
Lydia Rubio, Trinidad Arrindon, Elida
Peterson, and
those battling terminal illness and the residents of
LaPorte Care Center and Parson’s House
Please Pray for the Repose of the Joe Sanchez
Our Sympathy to the family of Joe Sanchez
Please Note: Names on our “Please Pray For” list are left
on for four weeks. If someone needs to be put back on the
prayer list or added, please call the office.

Is God calling You?
Please consider if you or your children may be able
to serve on the Altar at the weekend Masses. We are
in need of Lector/Commentator and Altar Server
positions at all Masses. We sign up through email/
Flocknotes. This method enables people to choose
whatever Mass works for them. Training is done on
an as needed basis. Please call the office to sign up.

Altar Flowers

Available Dates
April 30/May 1, May 7/8, 14/15, 21/22, 28/29
June 4/5, 11/12, 18/19, 25/26
If you would like to place flowers on the Altar during
2022, please contact Rose Kolenc 713-202-3283 or
rose_kolenc@yahoo.com to reserve your dates.

***A very special thank you to all of
those who helped clean, decorate and
prepare the church for Holy Week and
Easter. The blessing of each of you is
greatly appreciated.
Contact Sharon Ramos, President @ 281-451-9593

St. Mary’s Bereavement Support
St. Mary’s Samaritan Ministry Bereavement Support Team
is currently hosting Grief Share seminars on Saturdays,
9:00 am to 10:30 am. This week is week #5) Grief and
Your Relationships/Why?; 6) Guilt and Anger; 7)
Complicating Factors/Stuck; 8) Lessons of Grief, Part
One; 9) Lessons of Grief, Part Two; 10) Heaven; and 11)
What do I Live for Now? Please join us if you are
grieving the loss of a loved one.
Advanced registration is helpful but not necessary. It is
most beneficial to attend all of the sessions. However, each
session is “self-contained”, so you do not have to attend in
sequence and you will be able to pick up any session you
missed in the next Grief Share seminar cycle.
For detailed information and a complete schedule, please
pick up a orange brochure in the back or sides of the
church. For additional information please contact the
Team Coordinator Nelda Shealy at 281-471-2000.
St. Mary’s Samaritan Ministry Bereavement Support Team
is currently training facilitators. If you are interested in
becoming a facilitator in this Ministry, please call Nelda
Shealy at 281-471-2000.

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store
Mon., Tues., and Wed., 9-11am
Drop-off Room Open 7am to 8pm

If you or someone you know, who lives in La
Porte, is in need of assistance, please call or have them call
the office to make an appointment. We see clients on
Tuesday & Thursday mornings.
Volunteers can pick any day they are able to work. If you
can help, please call the office or contact Norma @ 281471-175.
We are looking to open the store on the first Saturday of
each month. The hours would be from 9am to 11am. If
you would be available to help please call the office. All of
the proceeds from the store go directly to help residents of
our community pay their rent and utilities. Everyone is a
volunteer.

2022 Youth Conferences

Calling all high schoolers! Throughout the
Bible, the Lord tells us over and over again,
“Be not afraid,” and he continues to speak
these words to us today. Join hundreds of
Catholic teens at Steubenville South on June
24-26, 2022 to experience the peace of Jesus
Conﬁrma on
Christ, who is always faithful and will never
Please send contact
abandon us.
informa
on for your
All rising freshmen in high school through
sponsor to
rising freshmen in college are invited to
attend this retreat with our group.
1208stmarylp@gmail.com
Deposit of $60.00 will be due by May 1, 2022.
Learn more at steubenvillesouth.com OR
Contact: Shari Davis, Davisinlp@gmail.com

Questions?

No Classes Today
EDGE 2:15pm
Life Teen 2:00pm

EDGE ~ Randy & Angie Tercero
randytercero1977@gmail.com
Life Teen ~ Shari Davis Davisinlp@aol.com

