St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
Archdiocese of Galveston Houston

816 Park Dr. La Porte, Texas 77571
281-471-2000 Fax:281-471-9365
Website:www.stmaryslaporte.com E-mail:stmaryslpcc@sbcglobal.net
Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9:00 am -12:00 Noon
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Eucharistic Celebrations
Saturday: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. (Spanish)
1:00 p.m.
St. Mary’s Church
Monday (No Mass)
Tuesday & Wednesday – 12:00 noon
Thursday & Friday – 8:30 a.m.
Parish Staff
Rev. Tony A. Castro, Pastor
Deacon Hector Cantu
Deacon Stan Avallone
Bookkeeper-Nelda Shealy
Bulletin/Sacramental Records–
Cheryl Frobenius
Maintenance– Steve Regan
Parish Secretary-Jessica Jaramillo
C.C.E. Director - Shari Davis
C.C.E. Coordinator - Graciela Lopez
EDGE Coordinator-Randy Tercero
Life Teen Director-Shari Davis
RCIA - Tracy Avallone

Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on the 2nd Sunday of the month.
Classes are held as needed, according to instructor availability. Please come by the Parish Office to register or call
for more information.
Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Penance is offered on Saturdays, from
4:00p.m. to 5:00p.m. or by appointment.
Sacrament of Marriage
Please contact the Parish Office at least (6) six months
prior to your desired wedding date to arrange a meeting
with Father Tony or one of the Deacons. If you want
a Mass, you must call Father Tony.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Are you a non-Catholic who is interested in joining the
Catholic faith? Are you a baptized Catholic who has
never received the sacraments of 1st Communion and
Confirmation? If your answer is yes to either of these
questions, call the Parish Office.
Sacrament of First Reconciliation/First Communion
First Reconciliation/Communion candidates must be
baptized, at least in the second grade, and have been
attending CCE classes for at least TWO full years prior to
entering into sacramental preparation. Adults will be
referred to the RCIA program.
Sacrament of Confirmation
Confirmation is a separate more intensive examination of
the faith and our responsibilities as practicing Catholics.
Confirmands will meet once per month in addition to
attending Life Teen faithfully, both one full year prior to
the beginning Sacramental preparation and during the
preparation year (no more than three absences either year).
Parents/Sponsors will also be required to attend once per
month meetings. Confirmation candidates must have
previously received the Sacraments of Baptism and First
Holy Communion. A habit of attending weekly Mass is
required for both years. Please, note the above represents
the minimum requirements. Adults will be referred to the
RCIA program.

Vision Statement

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception is a Catholic Community of Believers
called to serve Christ by gathering together at the Lord’s Table in worship and
praise, by serving our brothers and sisters in Christ, and by being a welcoming
beacon of light to all. We are many parts, yet one body in Christ.

March 26/27, 2022

Saturday, April 2:
5:30pm
Sunday, April 3:
9:00am
11:00am
1:00pm
Tuesday, April 5:
12:00pm
Wednesday, April 6:
12:00 Noon
Thursday, April 7:
8:30am
Friday, April 8:
8:30am
Saturday, April 9:
5:30pm
Sunday, April 10:
9:00am
11:00am
1:00pm

Maria Lozano†
By:Shealy Family
Fatima Amper†
By:Larry Janda
Julio† Soledad† Romero
By:Valencia Family
People of the Parish
Derrick Lopez†
By:Sazon Family

Offertory $6,645.00
Catholic Relief Second Collection
Ukraine ~ $1,926.00

If you would like to send your
weekly
donations, please visit St. Mary’s website and go to
the Online Giving icon or mail them to St. Mary’s,
816 Park Dr., La Porte, TX 77571.
www.stmaryslaporte.com
Thank you for your ongoing support!

********************************

Sister Ruth Roland†
By:Yen Khang Van
Carlos Pena Grijalva†
By:Rosa Chinolla
Nick Barrera†
By:Coryat Family
People of the Parish
Rebecca† & Sylvester† Martinez
By:Family
Efren Tovar†
By:San Miguel Family
Marta Gamez Chinolla†
By:Rosa Chinolla

If you are interested in giving online, please visit our
church website and follow the prompt to make a
donation. You can make a one time donation or a
recurring one. Please visit www.stmaryslaporte.com.

Ukraine: How to help those in need

As the Russian invasion of Ukraine continues, the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishop is encouraging
continued prayer and humanitarian assistance. The
Bishops join in
solidarity with the Ukrainian
Orthodox Churches and the Ukrainian Catholic
Church in the U.S. who are all united in prayer for
their people and their homeland. To make a
monetary donation, visit the Archdiocesan website
to help bring tangible relief and the hope of Christ to
those in need.

Second Collection Palm Sunday for Ukraine

Friday Lenten
Stations of the Cross
6:30PM (English)
Date
April 8

7:15PM (Spanish)
Celebrant
Deacon Hector Cantu

7:15PM (Spanish Prayer Group)

KNIGHTS Fish Fry
Friday’s in Lent

~ $10. Plate ~
5:30pm until we are sold out

Area Lenten Penance Services
Mary Queen (Friendswood) 281-482-1391
Tuesday, April 5, 7pm

Extended Times

St. Frances of Cabrini (Houston) 713-946-5768
St. Clare of Assisi (Clear Lake) 281-286-7729

Dear parish family,

5th Sunday Lent C

There is so much hatred, anger, and vindictiveness that molest our world.
People easy to condemn and blame others and yet are unmindful of the wrongs they do. Sometimes we are
the victims, but at times we are the victimizer. Until we yield to the grace of God and break the cycle of evil,
human misery continues.
This Sunday's gospel passage describes human misery that meets divine mercy for us. It tells about
the Pharisees with their ugly double intention - to condemn the woman to death caught in adultery and then
trap Jesus to contradict himself so they could bring a charge against him. The Pharisees thought they had the
power of the "law" to justify condemnation that brings death, but Jesus counters with a higher law of love
that brings life. They thought it was evident that they would win their ugly scheme, but Jesus didn't play their
game.
Our Lord destroyed the urge of the Pharisees to condemn by his power to understand and forgive.
The Lord destroyed their evil intentions by his desire for them to do the good thing. The Lord countered their
purpose to destroy the woman forever by giving her another chance to renew her life.
Written on our fallen human nature is this inclination to evil that makes us weak. There are two ways
of looking at this reality: to be a pessimist and yield to our base animal instincts. Or be optimistic about life,
break the vicious cycle, and be uplifted to a superior level of grace.
In our first reading, the prophet Isaiah wanted to change the negative outlook of his people and urged
them to be optimistic about the future. One verse says, "Remember not the things of the past ... See, I will
make things new." In the second reading, St Paul says, "I give no thought on what lies behind but push on
what lies ahead. My main attention is on the finish line as I ran towards the prize to which God calls me - life
on high on Christ Jesus."
A Christian should not be spending his whole life looking backward, but rather someone courageous
who looks toward the future with enthusiasm and confidence. We are asked to share the Lord's view, not condemn but to commend ourselves and others to "go and sin no more."
When we encounter, from time to time, people who are only looking for the ugly side of life, the
gospel challenges us to counter them with the same attitude of Christ. We praise God for being so optimistic
about us even if we failed many times. He is asking us also to be about ourselves and with others.
This Sunday's readings are clamor for a "heads up" for the eventual grace of transformation in church
life and our individual lives accomplished in the Passion, Death, & Resurrection of Christ. As a community
& individually, God can transform us by our cooperation to His redemptive plan in our lives.
Blessings to all, and have a good week.

St. Joseph’s Chapel

Please
prayerfully
consider
answering God’s call to spend time
with Him in prayer each week.
Scheduled Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament is held Tuesday from
12noon to Thursday at 8:30am.
Please call the office if you would like
to sign up for a specific hour each
week or be placed on our sub list. sign
up for an hour each week.

Pope’s Prayer Intention for April
For Healthcare Workers:
We pray for healthcare workers who serve the sick
and the elderly, especially in the poorest countries;
may they be adequately supported by governments
and local communities.

Fr. Tony

The Office of Pro-Life Activities offers various
opportunities for healing after abortion.
Interested individuals can attend one or all events
depending on need and preference. For
more information or to register for any of these
programs, contact the Office of Pro-Life Activities
at 713-741-8728 or email jkfritsch@archgh.org.
Have you ever considered serving in a Catholic
School? Working in a Catholic school allows you
to advance the mission of the Catholic Church
while integrating your faith life into your
professional career. The Archdiocese of GalvestonHouston is currently accepting applications for the
position of Teacher and Principal to serve in the
Catholic schools of our Archdiocese. Go to the
latest job postings online www.archgh.org/
employment to see what positions are available.

Querida familia parroquial,

5to Domingo de Cuaresma C

Hay tanto odio, ira y venganza que molestan e importunan a nuestro mundo.
Las personas son fáciles de condenar y culpar a los demás y, sin embargo, no se preocupan por los errores que cometen. A veces somos las víctimas, pero a veces somos los victimarios. Hasta que nos rindamos a la gracia de Dios y rompamos el ciclo del mal, la miseria humana continúa.
El pasaje evangélico de este domingo describe la miseria humana que se encuentra con la misericordia
divina por nosotros. Habla de los fariseos con su fea doble intención: condenar a muerte a la mujer
sorprendida en adulterio y luego atrapar a Jesús para que se contradiga a sí mismo y puedan acusarlo.
Los fariseos pensaban que tenían el poder de la "ley" para justificar la condenación que trae muerte, pero
Jesús responde con una ley superior de amor que trae vida. Pensaron que era evidente que ganarían con
su feo esquema, pero Jesús no jugó su juego.
Nuestro Señor destruyó el impulso de los fariseos de condenar por su poder de comprender y perdonar.
El Señor destruyó sus malas intenciones por su deseo de que hicieran el bien. El Señor contrarrestó su
propósito de destruir a la mujer para siempre dándole otra oportunidad de renovar su vida.
Escrita en nuestra naturaleza humana caída está esa inclinación al mal que nos hace débiles. Hay dos formas de mirar esta realidad: ser pesimista y ceder a nuestros bajos instintos animales. O sea optimista
acerca de la vida, rompa el círculo vicioso y elévese a un nivel superior de gracia.
En nuestra primera lectura, el profeta Isaías quiso cambiar la perspectiva negativa de su pueblo y los instó
a ser optimistas sobre el futuro. Un versículo dice: "No os acordéis de las cosas pasadas... Mirad, haré
nuevas". En la segunda lectura, San Pablo dice: "No pienso en lo que queda atrás, sino que empujo lo que
está delante. Mi atención principal está en la línea de meta mientras corría hacia el premio al que Dios me
llama: la vida en lo alto de Cristo". Jesús."
Un cristiano no debe pasarse toda la vida mirando hacia atrás, sino alguien valiente que mira al futuro con
ilusión y confianza. Se nos pide que compartamos el punto de vista del Señor, no condenarnos sino encomendarnos a nosotros mismos ya los demás a "ir y no pecar más".
Cuando nos encontramos, de vez en cuando, con personas que solo buscan el lado feo de la vida, el evangelio nos desafía a contrarrestarlas con la misma actitud de Cristo. Alabamos a Dios por ser tan optimista
acerca de nosotros, incluso si fallamos muchas veces. Él nos está pidiendo que también tengamos esa actitud acerca de nosotros mismos y con los demás.
Las lecturas de este domingo claman por un "aviso" para la eventual gracia de transformación en la vida
de la iglesia y nuestras vidas individuales logradas en la Pasión, Muerte y Resurrección de Cristo. Como
comunidad e individualmente, Dios puede transformarnos con nuestra cooperación a Su plan redentor en
nuestras vidas.
Bendiciones a todos, y que tengan una buena semana.

Natural Family Planning
Saturday Classes (English)
Family Life Ministry is committed to providing
parishes with support and resources to promote
Natural Family Planning. All couples are invited
to attend NFP formation. Classes are offered every
second Saturday of each month, at 9:00 a.m. at
the Cameron Retreat Center at St. Dominic.
During these Saturday sessions we have two
classes: The first is the required course for couples
in marriage preparation, and the second course is
about the specific methods revised by the Archdiocese. Please, invite your couples in marriage
preparation to register through this link: https://
cvent.me/bO8kqr

Fr. Tony

Activities of the Week

Sun. April 3: CCE Family Day 10am RH
Adult Confirmation 12 Noon, PH Conf. Rm
EDGE 2:15pm, Life Teen 2:00pm
Tues. April 5: Bible Study 6:30pm RH
Wed. April 6: Bible Study 9:30am RH
Thurs. April 7: RCIA 6pm Conf. Rm,
Fri. April 8: Stations 6:30 English
7:15 Spanish Stations & Prayer Group
Sat. April 9: Altar Society Clean the Church 8am

The Office of Pro-Life offers various opportunities
for healing after abortion. Interested individuals can
attend one or all events depending on need and preference. For more information or to register for any of
these programs, contact the Office of Pro-Life Activities at 713-741-8728 or email jkfritsch@archgh.org.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:

Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41c-62];
Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:12-20 (or Jn 8:1-11 if Year A
readings were used on Sunday)
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-30
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56;
Jn 8:31-42
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9: Jn 8:51-59
Friday:
Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10-12abcd, 13;
Jn 11:45-56
Sunday:
Lk 19:28-40 (procession);
Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24;
Phil 2:6-11; Lk 22:14 — 23:56 [23:1-49]

Rosary for Life
Monday, April 11th

RCIA… Classes

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Who should do the full RCIA program? If you are
not baptized or were baptized in another Christian
denomination and are interested in possibly becoming
Catholic, RCIA is for you. If you are a baptized
Catholic adult who needs First Holy communion and
confirmation, then you should attend RCIA to receive
those sacraments. Coming once (or twice… or more)
obligates you to NOTHING.
For additional information about RCIA call the
office or email Tracy, stmarysrcia@yahoo.com.

Baptismal Information

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store
Mon., Tues., and Wed., 9-11am
Drop-off Room Open 7am to 8pm

Baptism classes are currently being held each month.
The next Spanish baptism date will be Saturday, May
14 at 10am. The next Spanish baptism class will be
Saturday, May 21 @10am.
English baptisms are held the 2nd Sunday of each
month after the 1pm Mass. If you are planning to
baptize here, you will need to contact the office and
fill out a registration form. We will also need to make
a copy of the child’s birth certificate from the state.
After you register, you may sign up for a baptism
class, which will be scheduled according to the
instructors availability.
If you do not live in La Porte, you must be a
registered, active member of St Mary’s to baptize
your child here. You cannot register in our parish
only to baptize your child. Please call the office to
make arrangements to do the necessary paperwork.

ESL Classes Available

Consecrated Needle Sewing Group
Have you noticed our new Lenten
banners? We have several projects to
work on in the upcoming months, we
just need you. We are trying to meet
every second Saturday of each month at
10am.
Even if you cannot sew, come join us for the fellowship. We always have other tasks besides sewing.
Cutting, pressing, etc.
Please contact Jan at 281-402-5401 or call the
office for more information and meeting schedule.
hughesjanice55@yahoo.com

Please join us in praying the Holy Rosary, asking for
our Blessed Mother’s intercession for the unborn,
elderly, disabled, sick and all special intentions in
St. Joseph’s Chapel @ 7:00pm.

If you or someone you know, who lives in La
Porte, is in need of assistance, please call or have
them call the office to make an appointment. We see
clients on Tuesday & Thursday mornings.
Volunteers can pick any day they are able to work. If
you can help, please call the office or contact Norma
@ 281-471-175.
We are looking to open the store on the first Saturday
of each month. The hours would be from 9am to
11am. If you would be available to help please call
the office. All of the proceeds from the store go directly to help residents of our community pay their
rent and utilities. Everyone is a volunteer.

Harris County Public Library La Porte
600 S. Broadway St., La Porte
281-471-4022
Monday Evenings @ 6pm
Please call the library to register.

Knights of Columbus
Scholarships Available
Continuing Education

Applications available in the office.
Continuing Education Deadline Monday, April 4
If you have any questions, or need any additional
information, please call the office.

Spiritual Direction

Feeling stuck in your faith? Deeper intimacy with
Our Lord Is possible. With gentle encouragement
from a spiritual director and your commitment of
30-60 minutes a day you can enter into a deeper
relationship with Our Lord than you ever thought
possible. Spiritual direction can help you learn to
pray better.
ContactTracy:stmarysrcia@yahoo.com

Please Pray for Our Troops and ...

Ms. Mary, Olivia Gres, Diane Phillips,
Dena Michna, Carlos Trevino, Special
School Teacher, Genaro Lara, Benito
Ybarra, Mauro Ybarra, Nito & Karen
Ceyanes, Cecilia Benitez, Lorna Kalua, Robello
Family, Thomas Turner II, Lance Elliott, Robyn
Burgess, Craig Wade, Dave & Cindy Schmitz, Ann
DuBois, Raelynd, Ash, Becky Smith, Dianne Lemons,
Peggy & Erica Hargens, Ruth Christian & family,
Bob & Barbara Jennings, Lowine, Wes & Miles
Sarbacker, Beth & Carl Herz, Katherine Reichley &
family, Don & Allie Faye Matthews, Cathy Eberle,
Carol Bom, Robert D., Manuel Alvarez, Lance
Elliott, Beverly Zann White, Anthony Sommer,
Deborah Bernay, Barrett Lee Lytle, Douglas Kempf,
Molly Hickey, Richard Arlan, Mark Mullins, Scooter
Hanson, George Lopez, Sara Andrews
Continue to Pray for Miguel Campos, Rebecca
Guzman, Jessica Salazar, Mose Davis, Maria Alicia
Hodges, Josh Lara, Charles Schoppe, Allen Hayes,
Maria Garcia, Charlie Jenkins, Fr. Gary Rickles,
Edward D. Palacios, Ladd Puskus, David Gonzalez,
Vicki Farias, Nell Turk, Rosie Yznaga, Teresa Mills,
Joe Lozano, Sr., Angeles Sullivan, Leroy Marchan,
Geraldine Christensen, Kathy Strader, Daniel
Vasquez, Rosa Harness, Jeanette Tilley, Marisol
Leyva & family, Marisol Luna, Pete & Juanita
Sanchez, Betty Flynn, Orville Burgess, Edward
Salinas, Marlene Orellana, Humberto Villalobos,
Kathy & Mark McBride, Robert & Margaret
Espinoza, Romela Nolan, Renee Cortez, Aurelia
Hinojosa, Cathy Hanzelka, Gayle Phillips, Rosa
Reyes, Deacon Tom & Pat Lewis, Preston Wolf,
Marcos Vasquez, Gavin Binkley, Red Cornejo, Linda
Jaramillo, Deacon Merce Leal, Sue Crockett, Ben
Munoz, Diana Ortiz, Janet Hoffpauir, Nick Martin
and those requesting prayer via our website.
Remember Our Shut-Ins Albert & Christine
Palacios, Lydia Rubio, Trinidad Arrindon, Elida
Peterson, and those battling terminal illness and the
residents of LaPorte Care Center and Parson’s
House
Please Note: Names on our “Please Pray For” list
are left on for four weeks. If someone needs to be put
back on the prayer list or added, please call the
office.

We will not be having regularly scheduled
Adoration Holy Week. We will be having
special Adoration on Holy Thursday after the
7pm Mass until midnight in the chapel.

Good Friday Fish Fry
4:30pm until sold out

Altar Flowers

Available Dates
April 30/May 1 May 7/8, 14/15, 21/22, 28/29
June 4/5, 11/12, 18/19, 25/26
If you would like to place flowers on the Altar during
2022, please contact Rose Kolenc 713-202-3283 or
rose_kolenc@yahoo.com to reserve your dates.

Church Sanctuary Candle
In Loving Memory of Aaron Rodriguez
By Mom, Janie
Join Us...
We will be cleaning the church for Easter
on Saturday, April 9 at 8am. You can
contact Sharon or just show up.
Contact Sharon Ramos, President @ 281-451-9593

St. Mary’s Bereavement Support
St. Mary’s Samaritan Ministry Bereavement Support Team
is currently hosting Grief Share seminars on Saturdays,
9:00 am to 10:30 am. This week is week #3) The Journey
of Grief, Part One; Upcoming topics, 4) The Journey of
Grief, Part Two; 5) Grief and Your Relationships/Why?;
6) Guilt and Anger; 7) Complicating Factors/Stuck; 8)
Lessons of Grief, Part One; 9) Lessons of Grief, Part Two;
10) Heaven; and 11) What do I Live for Now? Please join
us if you are
grieving the loss of a loved one.
Advanced registration is helpful but not necessary. It is
most beneficial to attend all of the sessions. However, each
session is “self-contained”, so you do not have to attend in
sequence and you will be able to pick up any session you
missed in the next Grief Share seminar cycle.
For detailed information and a complete schedule, please
pick up a orange brochure in the back or sides of the
church. For additional information please contact the
Team Coordinator Nelda Shealy at 281-471-2000.
St. Mary’s Samaritan Ministry Bereavement Support Team
is currently training facilitators. If you are interested in
becoming a facilitator in this Ministry, please call Nelda
Shealy at 281-471-2000.

Help us to support the Bishops’ Initiative
on Marriage! Couples who make Worldwide

Marriage Encounter weekends not only rediscover
joy in their relationships, but also become more
active in their parish. Together, we are making marriages,
families and our Church stronger & healthier.
“Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole
heart; for I am gracious and merciful.” Call on our merciful God to make your marriage holy and joyful. Join us on
one of the upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Experiences on May 13-15, 2022, September 9-11, 2022,
November 4-6, 2022.Contact Brian & Tina Little at
281-773-4014 for more information. Or go on-line
to houstonme.org. An inviting video may be viewed at
http://houstonme.org or https://youtu.be/UbX70a49QUs

CCE Family DAY today!
10:00 A.M. Rosary Hall
2022 Youth Conferences

Calling all high schoolers! Throughout the
Bible, the Lord tells us over and over again,
“Be not afraid,” and he continues to speak
these words to us today. Join hundreds of
Catholic teens at Steubenville South on June
24-26, 2022 to experience the peace of Jesus
Christ, who is always faithful and will never
abandon us.
All rising freshmen in high school through
rising freshmen in college are invited to
attend this retreat with our group.
Deposit of $60.00 will be due by May 1, 2022.
Learn more at steubenvillesouth.com OR
Contact: Shari Davis, Davisinlp@gmail.com

We pray that your me in the desert has been
frui ul. We are nearing the end of Lent and
preparing for our rejoicing on Easter Sunday. Come
discuss ways to keep the growth going through the
Easter season!
Conﬁrma on
Please send contact
informa on for your
sponsor to
1208stmarylp@gmail.com

Today
EDGE 2:15pm
Life Teen 2:00pm

Questions?

EDGE ~ Randy & Angie Tercero
randytercero1977@gmail.com 713-826-0633
Life Teen ~ Shari Davis Davisinlp@aol.com

